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Chance of storms: High 70, Low 44 
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By David Barron 


NEW YORK — For the 
manner in which they in- 
| |  spired and embodied a city 

|) «| that showed unflagging re- 
; solve through a year of un- 

fathomable loss and historic 
triumph, J.J. Watt of the Tex- 
ans and Jose Altuve of the 
Astros were named Mon- 
day as Sports Illustrated’s 


lion to benefit 


Harvey relief efforts, and 
Altuve, who was named 
American League Most 
Valuable Player while lead- 
ing the Astros to their first 
World Series title, were an- 
nounced as 2017 winners 
of the magazine’s annual 
award on NBC’s “The To- 
night Show With Jimmy 


Fallon.” 


Sportspersons of the Year. 
Watt, the Texans defen- 
sive end who raised $37 mil- 


Watt joined Fallon on the 
Houston continues on A7 


Hurricane 


Houston strong: Sports Illustrated honors Watt, Altuve 


Superstars are 
praised for their 
work on, off field 


Sports Illustrated 


Jose Altuve, left, and J.J. Watt are the first Houston 
athletes to claim Sports Illustrated’s annual honor. 


ALIVE INSIDE 


REHAB TESTS 
WILL, ENDURANCE 


Therapists direct Nick Tullier in the use of a motorized wheelchair controlled with ftad movements at TIRR Memorial Hermann. 


Shooting survivor Nick Tullier’s therapy 
brings breakthroughs and frustration 


anielle McNicoll 

woke up around 

sunrise and 

checked the time 

on her phone. 

It glowed daily 
with Facebook notifications from 
strangers all over the country who 
had been keeping up with her fi- 
ancé’s recovery. 

How many of them had clicked 
“like” in February, when she post- 
ed a video of Nick Tullier taking 
his first steps since the shooting? 
He had needed help from three 
therapists, a walker and an over- 
head support line, but he had made 
it 42 feet that day, an inch or two at 
a time. How many had choked up, 
that same day, when she shared 
a photo of him standing with his 
arms draped over her? “I’ve longed 
for this hug more than I could ever 
explain,” Danielle had written. 

Now, a few weeks later, she was 
eager for the next breakthrough. 
She climbed out of the sofa bed 
in Nick’s hospital room, where 
she had been sleeping the past 
four months, and leaned over an 
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Harassment claim 


U.S. Rep. Blake Farenthold, who used 

$84,000 in taxpayer dollars to settle a 
sexual harassment complaint, vows to 
take out a loan to pay it back. Page A3 


By Mike Hixenbaugh | Photography by Mark Mulligan 


end table next to his bed — past a 
framed photo of the two of them 
smiling on a cruise just a year ear- 
lier — and checked to see if he was 
awake. “Good morning,” she said, 
knowing she wouldn’t hear a reply. 

When they lived together in Ba- 
ton Rouge, La., Nick was usually 
the one up first. Now, in their new 
life at Houston’s TIRR Memorial 
Hermann, she was the one who 
rose early to get him dressed and 
ready each morning. Nothing he 
wouldn’t have done for her, she 
figured. 

They were out the door by 8:45 
for the day’s first session. Dani- 
elle maneuvered Nick’s power 
chair through one of the hospital’s 
beige corridors, past an endless 
line of framed photos and patient- 
success stories, until she reached 
a small rehab room on the sixth 
floor. 

“Hey, Nick,” Carissa Ngo, his 
speech therapist, said as they en- 
tered. She picked up a spoon and 
showed it to him: “We’re going to 
work on swallowing again, OK?” 

Nick’s face tightened. 
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Travel ban gets OK 


The Supreme Court gives President 
Trump a significant victory, ruling he 
may put his full travel ban into effect 
while appeals are weighed. Page A6 


Parti 


Deputy Nick Tullier’s 
doctors and family try to 
assess his prospects after a 
shooting leaves him with 
brain damage. 


Part2 
Houston doctor begins 
painstaking work to restore 
his “minimally conscious” 
patient. 


Today: Part3 
For Nick, months of rehab 
yield steady but fragile 
progress. 


Part 4 
New understanding 
reignites a decades-old 
debate: What is a life worth 
living? And who decides? 


» Additional patient 
stories, videos and photos 
at houstonchronicle. 
com/aliveinside 
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After being shot three times, in- 
cluding once in the head, Nick was 
struggling to relearn a reflex in- 
fants master by 6 months old. Ngo 
poured fizzy water onto the spoon. 
“I want you to swallow as fast as 
you can,” she said. 

Nick’s head dipped away as she 
lifted the spoon to his mouth, like 
he was trying to avoid it. His spas- 
tic right leg kicked straight out, 
reflexively, as he squirmed in his 
chair. 

“Nick, hold your head up for 
me,” Ngo said, pushing back gen- 
tly on his forehead. “I don’t want to 
mess up your hair.” 

His fiancée responded for him: 
“Danielle did my hair this morn- 
ing.” 

“All right, then don’t make me 
mess it up,” Ngo said. 

She wedged the spoon between 
his lips and tilted it up. After a few 
seconds, he swallowed hard and 
groaned. His face reddened. 

“Way to go, Nick,” Ngo said. “I 
know it’s hard.” 

Indigestion is common for peo- 

Alive continues on A8 


County 
marks 
shift in 
death 
penalty 


A year without 
an execution is 
first since 1985 


By Keri Blakinger 


For the first time since 
1985, no Harris County 
killers will be executed 
by the state of Texas this 
year, a landmark shift fora 
county once known as the 
“capital of capital punish- 
ment.” 

Despite a slight uptick 
in executions nationwide, 
Harris County’s one execu- 
tion this year was canceled 
after a desperate death row 
plot led to a last-minute 
stay for serial killer An- 
thony Shore in October. 
Two U.S. Supreme Court 
rulings spared two other 
inmates. 

“This has been an im- 
portant year in terms of 
death penalty litigation,” 
said District Attorney Kim 
Ogg. “I view it as a positive 
thing. I don’t think that be- 
ing the death penalty capi- 
tal of America is a selling 
point for Harris County.” 

Nationwide, execu- 

Court continues on A7 


Harvey's 
health toll 
climbing 


Upswing seen in 
mental problems, 
other ailments 


By Jenny Deam 
and Nancy Sarnoff 


Three months after Hur- 
ricane Harvey, local health 
officials now are beginning 
to see the storm after the 
storm. 

In Harris County and 
the other hardest-hit re- 
gions of Texas, 17 percent 
of those who had houses 
damaged or suffered in- 
come loss report that some- 
one in their household has 
a new or worsening health 
condition. A sweeping 
new survey by the Kaiser 
Family Foundation and 
Houston-based Episcopal 
Health Foundation shows 
a similar proportion feels 
their own mental health 
has worsened. 

“Were not anywhere 
near the end yet,” cau- 
tioned Dr. Cindy Rispin, a 

Region continues on A9 
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